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TOKYO  ASAHI  -  17  Nov.  1941 


>‘llur  Hlniater  IDJO  and: Navy  Mlnlater  SHINADA  reportad  the  progreaa 
of  Ai^' and' Navy 'operations  aince  April  at  the  plenary  Sessions 
.  on  the  16th  of i the  House  of  Peers  and  House  of  Representativos. 


'  Speech  of  the  Navy  Minister 


Position  of  Complete  Blockade 
40  Continuous  Alr>raldo  on  Chungking. 


,  Our  Inperlal  Naval  forces  operating  in  Shlna  are,  in  clone  >> 
operation  elth  the  Anqy  forces,  making  efforts  to  achieve  the  object 
of  Holy  'W^r  by  fighting  heroically  and  overcoming  mapy  difficulties ’ 
over  vast  areas. 


Operations  in  the  YANGTZE  River  Area. 


Operations  in  the  area,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yangtze-Rlver  to  th* 
upper  reaches,  approximately  800  miles,  and  its  connecting  sate#  routes, 
aiiu  chiefly  at  the  security  of  safety  on  the  YANOTZE  River,  i  Not  onl'*'  are 
they  endeavoring  to  asesp  mines  and  other  obstacles. in  the  important *satera, 
but  also  in  .the  destruction  of  active  ene^y  forces  in  the  area  by, oarzying 
out  frequent  positive -operation  slth  the  ald  'of  vessels,  naval  landing  . 
partied,  and- air  forces.  One  of  the. Important  sas  that  in  ald*Septembar - 
shen  the'HHNAN  operation  sas'darried  out  in  cooperation  with  the  Arq/ 

/oroes  in.shich  they  sere  engaged  in  aerial -operations,  opening  miter- 
routeS,  guiding  Amy  forces,"  and  the  .occupation  of  Yingtien  and  other 
strategic  points  by  naval  landing  parties,  all  of  shich  had  great  results^ 

The  operations  of  the -forces  on  the  YANGTZE  River  sas  extremely  quiet,  and 
furthefmore,'  operations  Shldi  sere  difficult  and  dangeroiis  sere  many,  such 
as  the  disposal  of  mines.  Jfosever;  the  mission  sas  very  Imikzrtant  in  the 
,  maintahance  of  sar  supply  lines  of  operation '  forces,  .  ‘and  the  securing  of 
r  traffic  safety  on  the  YANGTZE  River,  and  did  not  permit  «hd  lightest  nagli- 
'  genoe.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  forges  on  the  YAIT-TZE  River  are  Ineessantl: 
carrying  on  this. task  by  overcoming  various  difficulties. 


Coast ‘Blockade  Operation 


'  ne  coast  blockade  oporAtlon  is  to  cutt  of 'the  eneny's  martne  traffic 
along ‘the  2800  miles  of -the  entire  China  Coast  line  and  also  to  'engaiira  in  ** 
various  operations  along  the  coast  connected  therewith/ ‘and  the  units  are 
continuously < exerting  themselves  to  strengthen  the  blockado  by  keeping  a 
vigilant  lookout  over  the  sea  and  by  attacking  positively  the  enemy  bases 
for  imports  and. exports  of  goods  and  other  im^rtant  points. 
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..  To  ytA  inop'>  .p-rtl(pul»r,-'o**rly.  In'.*<‘>i’oh  lupprio^.rittrieiko  upo* 
,foT>«rol  otr^tni^io  poipto.  on  .th'*.  co/KOt.  of  th.'*' K^ntuni;  FroTlno«'»  v'ra 
BUido  1ft  .eooop<>ratlon,vlth  tk^  Jirv*'  <uid  .in  April  an  oooupntloD 
oaapalgn  on  Iftohov  van  nxiforood  and  ourprlon  landings  at  Ohnnhai, 
Vingpo  and  oaT^^ral  oth>r.  sttatngio' points  on  th>  ooast  of  OhooAdoag 
ProTinoA  was  oarri^'d  out*.  .AlJL  of  th'<so  op<iratlons  oonplatAljr 
dsstrojrad  th^  nnamy  kss^i'And/obtalnAd  grAat.'. results* 


During  this  y^ar,  landipg  pp^ratlons  of  this  typ’  w^rA-nadA  at 
no  l»ss  th*vi  twonty-s lx, l-rgo  and. small  plaoAs»-and  thas  it  Isv" 
endAaTorcd  .to  coai<l.>to  thn  ooAst  bloekada,  Tha  bloolTAdinJs- f orftns  •  > 
ar.s  pnrforning  th’lr  duti'^s  vlth  doggad  p irsororanon  in.  tho.  f»OA.‘>.;* 
of  intansA  hnat  and  bittar  cold  and  battling  vith  tho.vinds  and. 

WATrtS. 


Tha  Op.>ration  of  th^.  Aip,Foreo8. 


.  '  tpsrations  arn  oontinopiislp  b.aing  oarriad  jqn  by  our  hIt  forons>?” 

, nearly  all’osror  Cftiftai  tha  ^iof  ones  .of  vhioh'  acn  attaoka"Qn.‘tho^‘r... 
lurte  -Soad  and  oth^.r  soutft-^8t^m  .trABsportation. roads' and 
stratogic  pointst  th«t  OAnt.srs  in  tho  .IntArior .  of  thi  Cbungklftg •• 
ftTAnt  and '.bn  nuaH  stmtagiq  points  in  tho  noi^bivAStAm.  iOhinA.af  * /'  / 

-'Z«ftphow'and-&tAni.  otot-nli  of  vhioh'.r^ro  rApaat'^dly  bAlng’oarrlodv jt  ; 
sn  kith  greiit  diffioulty*  Zn.the  Ohungjcing  aroA,^' in  iMPtioalnri  .  •  ' 
freqannt.attabks  boTP  boon  made  slnoA  Khy.  And  anbftg  thasa,  imqh  •«  . 
as'  thoso  in  the  aiddla  of  -iUigaot,  vhern  with  a  largo.  fqrbe,‘.  during.,  r 
.a.vaA  sevAPA  bonbing  was  oarriad  on  day  and  night  forty..tiaAs  in.- • 
.aaooassloa  Oftd  oogiplAtAly  blew  up  tha  enany's  ailitary  astablishB^''nts  • 
aad.btbar  nuolaar  organs  and  threw  tba  anengr  Into  n  wrateftad  .pli^it* 
Sow  that  tha  snail  ronntning  anaagr  "Ir  foroe.has  alnost  fLwl’lntQ.-'  , 
the ‘  interior  with  .no'.fi^t  left»  our  fore.^s  hawa  ontiraly.r'^gaineA’ 

'tho'ootBnand.iOf  tha  dir,. '  .  •  '  *  .  i..  . 


•  •th''r  (^ra.tions*  • 


Basldes  thns.'i  operations  mentioned  •»bovQ,  in.HeLinw-til*nd 
frequent  larga^soala  mopplngmp  oparotions  worn  o»XTiei  out  with 
tbA  'oonplete  dostruotibn  of  tha  hon.dqa^rtars  of -  the  eh'^ny  bandits 
idio  had  .baen -a.o^Te  in  tha  northaantam  district,  end -grant.  •  < 
fnworabla  results  lUrn  fta’an  attalnadi.  indiontlng  ponarkable  inprore* 
aants  of  public  peas 0  on  th.'i.  island#  Tha  aborA~n*ntlonad  .suanArises 
the  opomtions  of  bur  Inparial  Vary  in  Ohiha. .  Moraorar , .  in  .honnootion 
with  thasa'OperAtlohSfV'our  Zsq^'rial  Hnwy-unlts,  as.  you -alrondy- 
know,  edvanoed  into  South  Fronoh  In£o>.(%ina  in  th."*  l»ttar  part  of 
July,  and  thoso  units  am  making  stranuous  efforts  to  exalt  our 
nilitery  prastiga  in  n  land  of  extrame  hast  and  aoldninlcs. 
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^ow  the  Gilang  Kei-shek  trfny  hta  almost -lost  their  fight¬ 
ing  spirit  because  of  our  operations  as  mentioned  above  and  of 
their  domestic  impoverishment  and'  exh'custion  and  is  J-ingoring 
out  a  feeble  existence.  (Then 'he  /  the  Navy  V-inister  /  de¬ 
clared  his  determination  as-in  another  crticle.)  '  r 

Let  mo  take  this  opportunity  to  thapl;  you,  on.^half.  of 
all  the  Navy  officers  and'' men,  for  your  snthusiaUc  support  - 
to  the  vdiole  Navy,  '  ^  „ 

•  J  • 

Navy  Minister  SHDfaDK  declares  his  detemination- 


*  "The  international  situation  has  now  at  lost  become  acute; 
the  iSmpire  is  on  the  eve  of  coming  face  to  face  with,  an  unpre¬ 
cedentedly 'serious  crisis.  I  feel  keenly  that  the  resjpon- 
eiblllty  of  the  Imperial  Navy  is  truly  heavy*  Officers  and 
mni  as  one,  in  rpal  darnsst,  are  resolutely  deterged  to  .  • 
exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  sot  at  rest  the  mind  of  the 
Supremo  Couf-^ndor,  the  Emperor,  who  is  above  tham  and  at  tho 
samo  tifl»  to  live  up  to  tho  expoctetions  of  tho  whole  body 
of  their  fallow  countrymen.” 

iiar  Minister  TOJO’s  declaration* 


"From  LanchurJLo  In  tho  North  to  Rrcnch  ^do-China  in 
tho  South,  the'Imperlel' Forces  stationod  throughout  the  vast 
area  of  iiast  Asia,  are  endeavoring  both  to  bring  the  -.Chiang  . 
.Kel-shok  faction  to  subedasion  end  to  ostabli^sh.  thp^.pst 
,  Asia  Co-prosperity  Sphere.  '  Standing 'immovable  as 
with  discipline  growing  ovar  stricter,  exhibitlpg  their 
valour  and  prestige  to  those  ft  homo  and  to  foreigners,  ^ 
their  preparations  are  completed  to  bo  able  to  cope  immedi¬ 
ately  with  whatever  international  crisis  they  may  mont», 
(Applause)  .  .  .  (portion  omitted)  .  .  '.  ”Thc  gravity  of 
the  present  situatien  is  indeed,  I’am  convinced,  b^ond  . 
words.  The 'whole  >'rray,  in  view  of  this,'  bringing  to  per¬ 
fection  its  material  and  spiritual-  fighting  strength,  is 
resolved  to  bring  repose  to  tho  Imperial  Mind  above  and  at 
the  sank}'  respond  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people  be¬ 
hind  the  guns." 
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Stntftmnnt  of  Souren  nrd  Aithaiitj.0 Itg 

I»  h<»rnl)-V  oortlfy  th-'t  I  9ja' officially 

oonn'^ot*^  with  th-'t  ASAhl  SHIMBOH  ;ln  the  following  cnpnoltyt 
Ohlnf  of  Th.-  Ir>v»nttgAt1  nw  Sfiatioa.  nnd'th^t  >»•  such  offlcl**!  1 
custody  of  the  document  hereto  ottnehed  consisting  of 
1  pages,  wd  doscrlbod  follows <  liffgREX^  I7VM  XBB,A*»8I 
SflDODH.  dated  Hot.  17 ^  1041.  I  further  certify  th-’t  the  , 
attached  photostntlc  document  Is  cooled  from  the  original, 
publication  which  Is  In  the  erohlves  and  files  of  the 
ASABI  SniKBOH,  TOKTSt 


Singed  et  T^taro 
17th  day  of 


!&]tea _ _  on 

Hovembef  ^ 


on  this 
1347 


Vitnossi  UIjSx.  fatWltO 


/■/  1,,  ?eX?fflaia... 
Slgftatux-n  of  (^fiolal 
SSAL 

Chief  of  the-  .  *  ' 
Inveatlgetton  Section. 

'  .  Official  Capacity 


.  Statonant  of  Official  Proouronnat 

X»  HTTOy  sptiiojiMit.  hereby  certify  thet  I  am  associated  with 
the  Oeneral  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commender  for  th--'  ^liod 
Povers,  and  that  the  above  certification  \fns  obtained  by  mo  from 
the  above  signed  official  of  -  the  ASAHI  SHIMBUH  in  the  conduct  of 
my  official  buolneso. 

» 

'A 

Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 

IZik  day  of  SaxeBkZXt  1947  /s/  Henrv  Shtmodlma 

HAMS 

Vltnesst  '  y.  Munroe  /s/  "  IHVESTIO.vTQH.  IPS 

Official. Capacity 
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Exhibit  No^ 


ASAHI  SHIMBUN  -  17  Nor.  1941 


Proparations  Complete  to  Meet  the  Critical  Situation 


Both  ffar  and  Navy  Ulnlsters  lay  Stress  cn  ■‘Ae 
Determination  of  the  Whole  Army  and  Navy . 


At  -o'-e  plenary  session  of  both  the  House  of  Peers  und  thj  K3r.ee  of 
Representatives  on  the  IHh,'  both  War  and  Navy  V^.nlstera  and  SHIltADA 

reported  on  the  pr{»(;re6j  cf  military  and  naval  cporaxionr.  ali:oe  Apr-?, 
fhen*  booh  Houses  decide',  by  a  parliamenia.-y  decision  tr^  expr^ts  gratitude 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Imperial  Army  and  Navy  anc.  respect  ana  con- 
^Irace  to  the. war  dead*  In  his  report  on  the  war  situation,  War  Mlr^^ter 
\  "TyjO/  breakii^g  the  customary  form  heretofore  aoceptodj  ipcoial  ly  referred 
to  the  present  International  situatlon«und  deolaro  i  "wh'v*.  ''fn^  gravity,  ■'jf 

'  the .  situation.  Is  now  Indeed  beyond  defcoription^  ■  ceotinuod  to... 

•express  his  determination  that  "srtaatover  turning  p<  .'.nt.  .'.r.  tho  Ini^r’tnti'Onaj 
siiuatlon-ffuy  confront  us«  preparations  to  looet  it  .ne  fuJ ly  ■•ojioietw**'  •/ 
T.houjh  Navy  fC.nister  SHIUADA  did  not  refer  to  the  present  sitvation  in  hio 
report  on  the  war  situation^  he.,  as  ihe  **ar  5^in5.Bter  did;  mentioned  the 
present  delicate  situation  lu  his  speech  roaponding  to  the  HoiJaes'  vote  di' 
gratitude  aa  followst  “Tho  Internatieiial  ni tustio.’i  ie  booondri?  more  and 
more  tense  now,  and '4apan  Is  ficlng  an  unpreoedented' grave  3.lcue.tionf '  I. 
keoa.'j  t'eel  ‘  the  exceedingly  grc  ac  responsibility  c  f  thd  Impend Navy*” 

As  above,  both  Ulnlsters  of  military  ifCairs  hlnte-J,  one  aftur  aiother,  at 
the  pr«,ient  delicate  International  situation  and  emphasised  the'  determina- 
'%on  of  the  whole  Army  and  Navy,  Both  Houses  responded  to  their  speeches 
^th  8  storm  of  hond-olnpplng  from  all  the  members.  After  the  adjournment, 
both  Ministers  paid  homage  at  the  Yasukuni  Shrine  and  reported  the  decision 
of  both  Houj.e''  to  the  guardian  spirits  of  the  country.  And  it  was  especially 
impressive  that  the  Extraordinary  Diet  was  filled  with  a  sorious  and  tense 
atmosphere,  c.Xready  reflecting  the  present  situation  at  the  outset  of  the 
4t|3sioa.even  before,  the  opening  of  the  regular  prooeedlngs* 


The  jspeeohes  of  the  two  Ministers  are  os  follows! 

War  Minister  *The  Imperial  Army,  stationed  in  the  vast  area  of 

East  Asia,  from  Uanohurla  in  the  north  to  French  Indo-China  in  the  south, 
iis  making  efforts  to  subjugate  the  Chlang  Kai>shek  paHy.,  and  at  the  samo 
time 'is  standing  firm  as  a  rook  to  establish  the  East  Asia  Co-Prosperity 
^here*  The  discipline  of  the  Army  is  all  the  more  strict,  and  the  influ- 
onoe  of  th®  Army  is  manifested  both  at  homo  and’  abroad,  -  And  whateVer 
turning  point  in 'the  international  situation  may  confront  us,  wo  are  "ally 
orepared  to  meet  it. 


(Applause)  ----------  —  --- 

I  believe  that  now  the  gravity  of  the  situation  is  truly  boyond  de¬ 
scription,  The  whole  Army  is,  at  this  time,  anticipating  the  inoreasing 


labial  end  apirltual  fighting  powsr  ana  hopes  to  set  ti 
Bi^ror's  mind  at  peaoo  on  one  hand,  irtille  on  the  other,  to  respond  to  th< 
•nthuslasn  of  the  home  front*^ 

Navy  MitiJO tor  SHIltt.Wlv  'The  internationarl  situation  is  now  becoming 
more  and  more  tonee  and  Japan  Is  indeed  facing  on  unpreoedentod  ^rave 
sit\mtlon«  1  keenly  foal  the  oxcoedingly  grout  reepoDslbinty  ol  the 
Imperial  Navy.  All  officers  and  non  are  firmly  detemiaed  to  set  His 
Majesty's  heart  at  ease  on  the  ono  liond  and,  on  the  othor^  to  x^et  the 
whole  notion's  expectations  by  exsrting  themsolvos  dili'»cntiy 


Stotomont  of  Source  and  Authentioit; 


ari’.  officially  connected  with 
Chief  of  The  Investiitfition 
locunient  hereto 


SAKAMOTO,  Itvsnl  hereby  certify  that  I 
:  SHDffl^  in  the  following  oapaoityj  J 


a*  - *  -  - 

8  such  offiolal  I  have  oustody  of  the 

'  of  1  page,  and  described  as  followsi  RXCroPTS  FROM 
datel^Nov.  17  ,  19  41.  I  1‘urtker  certify  that  the 

_ _ _ e  doovoent  is  copied  ^rom  the  original  publication  which 

is  in  the  archives  ond  files  of  the  ASAHI  SHIMBUH,  TOitYO. 


THE  ASAHI  SiHMBUH 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
17th  day  of  November  ,  1947 


/I,  Sakamoto 
gnature  of  6ffloia 


CHIEF  OF  THE 
INVESTIGATION  SECTION 
TSfFToial  Capacity 


Witnessi  /s/  T«  Watanabe 


Statenant  of  Offiolal  Procurement 

DRY  SHIMOJIMA  ,  hereby  certify  that  I  am  assooiated  with  the  ^ 
[quarters  of  the  Supreme  Oomnander  for  the  Allied  Powers,  and 
»ve  oertifioation  was  obtained  by  me  from  the  above  signed  offl 
ASAHI  SHIMBUN  in  tho  conduct  of  my  offiolal  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
17th  day  of  NoveiAer  .•  1947 


Shimojima 


INVESTIGATOR,  ^PS 
Official  Capacity 


Witno 88 1  /e/  J.F.  Munroe 


